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PLTCM in China upgraded by Primetals Technologies
produces first coil
 Upgrade of pickling line and tandem cold mill ensures increased production
 First coil produced on schedule despite challenges related to the pandemic and availability of

spare parts

In September, Chinese steel producer Valin ArcelorMittal Automotive Steel (VAMA) produced the first
coil at its Phase 2 upgraded pickling line and tandem cold mill (PLTCM) in Loudi, Hunan province, China.
Implemented by Primetals Technologies, the upgraded tandem cold mill is designed as a 5-stand 6-high
rolling mill and is set to produce steel grades for the automotive industry.

Increased production

In 2014, Primetals Technologies supplied the PLTCM, and the main reason why VAMA seven years later
awarded the Phase 2 contract to Primetals Technologies was their good experiences from the former
project.

The PLTCM will, thanks to the upgrade, handle an increased production capacity coming from an
additional, recently implemented processing line. During the Phase 2 project, Primetals Technologies
upgraded the PLTCM with a second entry passline, an additional mill stand, and a pickling tank. New
drives, automation hardware, extension of the Level 2 automation system, and supervision of the
mechanical and electrical implementation were also included in the Phase 2 upgrade.

Collaborative approach

The team at Primetals Technologies faced several challenges during the project. The current shortage of
electrical components, for example, microchips and automation equipment, resulted in difficulties to get
all the equipment ready for shipment to China on schedule. In addition, Covid-19 restrictions in China
added complexity and a level of uncertainty to the project. However, despite the challenges and thanks
to a successful collaborative approach, the first coil was produced on time.

A joint venture between Valin Steel Group and ArcelorMittal, VAMA is a steel producer focused on
automotive steels with an annual production of 1.5 million tons. The annual capacity will increase when
Phase 2 is completed for the whole plant.
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Key facts: VAMA’s upgraded PLTCM

Mill Type: 5-stand 6-high continuous tandem cold mill

Strip Thickness: incoming from 1.8 to 6 millimeters, final from 0.35 to 2.5 millimeters

Strip Width: from 900 to 1,890 millimeters

The Primetals Technologies team on the day in September 2022 when the first coil was produced.

The first coil produced at VAMA’s PLTCM in Loudi, Hunan province, China.
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This press release and a press picture are available at www.primetals.com/press/

Contact for journalists:
Björn Westin, Press Officer

bjoern.westin@primetals.com

Mob. +43 664 6150250

Follow us on social media:

linkedin.com/company/primetals
facebook.com/primetals

twitter.com/primetals

Primetals Technologies, Limited, headquartered in London, United Kingdom, is a pioneer and world leader in the fields of engineering, plant

building, and the provision of lifecycle services for the metals industry. The company offers a complete technology, product, and services

portfolio that includes integrated electrics and automation, digitalization, and environmental solutions. This covers every step of the iron and

steel production chain—from the raw materials to the finished product—and includes the latest rolling solutions for the nonferrous metals sector.

Primetals Technologies is a joint venture of Mitsubishi Heavy Industries and partners, with around 7,000 employees worldwide. To learn more

about Primetals Technologies, visit the company website www.primetals.com.


